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wNnTaRa (Gaelic, crean ; the 


ss of shame, because, says sir 
itt, in his note on the of the 
ly of the Lake (canto dy in which he 
made such a fine use of it, disobedi- 
6 to what the symbol implied, infer- 
infamy. The Highlanders of Scot- 
1 appear to have borrowed it from the 
ient Scandinavians, of the use of it 
mg whom, for rousing the people to 
is, Olaus Magnus gives a particular 
sunt. As late as the insurrection in 
», the cranfara, or fiery cross, was cir- 
ited in Scotland, and, on one occasion, 
seed through the district of Breadal- 
e, a tract of 32 miles, in three hours. 
2 Charles Edward had marched into 
sland, two of the king’s frigates threat- 
d the coast with a descent. The cran- 
: was sent through the district of Ap- 
> by Alexander Stuart of Invernahyle 
o related the circumstance to sir Wal- 
Scott), and, in a few hours, a sufficient 
© was collected to render the attempt 
he English hopeless. 
‘RAPE; & light, transparent stuff, like 
ze, made of raw silk, gummed and 
sted on the mill, woven without cross- 
and much used in mourning. Crapes 
either craped (i. e., crisped) or smooth. 
> silk destined for the first is more 
ited than that for the second, it being 
greater or less degree of twisting, 
scially of the warp, which produces 
crisping given to it, when taken out of 
loom, steeped in clear water, and rub- 
with a piece of wax: for the purpose. 
8 are all dved raw. This stuff came 
‘inally from Bologna; but, till of late 
rs, Lyons is said to have had the chief 
vufacture of it. It is now manufactur- 
n various parts of Great Britain. The 


alter su 


crape brought from China is of a more 
betantial fabric. 

Crarecst ; father and son ; two printers. 
The father, Charles, born at Bourmont, 
Nov. 13, 1762, established his printing- 
office in 1789, and died Oct. 19, ibo9. He 
might be called the French Baskerville. 
Like this printer, he endeavored to unite 
the greatest simplicity with elegance, to 
deliver the art of printing from the hetero- 
geneous ornaments with which it was so 
overloaded, particularly in France, and 
from which even Didot could not entirely 
free himself; but he surpassed his model 
in the form of his t and the regularity 
of his work. His editions are no less cor- 
rect than neat and beautiful. He has also 
been successful in printing on parchment, 
and has shown his skill by producing an 
impression in gold (13 copies of Aude- 
bert’s Oiseaux 3, Paris, 1802, 2 vols., 
folio)—A. G. Crapelet has extended his 
father’s business, and has even excelled 
him in elegance. His Lafontaine (eta), 
Montesquieu (E16), Rousseau and Vol- 
taire (both 1819), are monuments of his 
taste; and the large vellum-paper copics 
are truly splendid works. The words 
“ umprimerie de Crapelet” are a great 
recommendation. Renouard has had all 
the editions published at his expense 
printed by Crapelet, who, in 1800, em- 
ployed 22 presses. 

Crassus. Two Romans of this name 
are here to be mentioned. 1. Lucius Li- 
cinius Crassus, who was made consul 
A.U.C., 658 (B. C. 96), and passed for the 

orator of his time. He was dis- 
tinguished for talent, presence of mind 
and integrity. 2. M. Licinius Crasgus, sur- 
named Jhives (the rich), so called, Jike ma- 
ny of his family, on account of his vast 
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riches. He possessed a fortune equal to 
$5,000,000. He once gave an entertain- 
ment to the whole in which 10,000 
tables were set, and, besides this, distrib- 
uted corn enough to last each family three 
months. In the years of Rome and 
608, he was a colleague of Pompey, in tho 
consulship, and, in 688, censor. As he 
“was one of the most influcntial men in 
Rome, and very ambitious, his friendshi 
was sought by Casar, who formed, wi 
him and Pompey, the famous triamvirete. 
He perished, with a great part of his army, 
in an expedition against the Parthians, 
undertaken from motives of avarice and 
ambition, B. C. 53. 

Crater. (Sce Volcano.) 

Cravat; an unhealthy, uncomfortable, 
unbecoming article of European and 
American dress. The ancients were un- 
acquainted with this ridiculous and injuri- 
ous style of bundling up the neck. They 
left unconfined that important region of 
the body, through which so many vessels 
pass, and in which are situated 80 many 
organs, which will endure no constraint 
with impunity. In some cases, indeed, 
they defended theroselves from the cold by 
a woollen, cotton or silk band, called, in 
Latin, focale, from fauces, throat. But no 
one could venture to use this contrivance 
publicly, unless he was sick; in which 
case he might cover his head, and the 
upper part of the shoulders, and even 
wear breeches (q. v.), without disgrace 
“ Palliolum, sicut fascias et focalia,” says 
Quinctilian, “sola excusarc potest valetudo.” 
It was allowable, indeed, to cover the 
neck with the éoga in bad weather, or to 
hold the hand over it, for the preservation 
or restoration of the natural temperature. 
The Poles never wear any thing round 
the neck, notwithstanding the severity of 
their winters. ‘The same custom prevails 
among the Orientals, by whom a white, 
round neck is com to the beauty of 
an ivory tower. re bare neck gradually 
became unfashionable in Europe. It was 
ut first surrounded, but not constrained, by 
a starched band of fine linen, on the upper 
edge of the shirt, falling back natural- 
ly upon the bust, where it was fastened 
ly a small cord. This was the origin of 
all the different species of collars since 
used—the innocent t of those thick, 
hot folds, in which the neck was destined 
to be afterwards muffled. Rufhs, stiffened 
or plaited, single or in many rows,—an 
inconvenient, indeed, but not a dangerous 
omament,—had their turn, and lasted as 
long as short hair was in fashion. They 
were abandoned, when Louis XIII allow- 


ed his hair to grow: then sfanding collars, 
embroidered and pinked, the plaited col- 
larettes, the neck-band, plain or laced and 
pointed, encompassed the neck chin-deep ; 
and, when Louis XIV adopted those enor- 
mous periwigs, which hardly left the throat 
visible, all these splendid envelopes gave 
way to ribands, ticd in brilliant bows. 
Next came the epoch of the dangerous 
subjection of the neck to constriction and 
compression, from which it had hitherto 
been exempt. In 1660, a foreign regiment 
arrived in France, composed of Croats, in 
whose: singular costume one thing was 

nerally admired and imitated. It wasa 
Fandage about the neck, consisting of 
common stuff for the soldiers, and of 
muslin or silk for the officers. The ends 


were di in a bow, or garnished 
with a tuft or a tassel, and hung not un- 
gracefully over the breast. his new 


article of dress was at first called a croate, 
and afterwards, by corruption, a cravat. 
The military and the rich, at that time, 
wore very fine crayats, with the border 
embroidered, or edged with broad lace. 
Those of tho soldiers consisted of a scrap 
of cloth, of cotton, or, at the best, of black, 
plaited taffeta, bound round the neck by 
two small cords. Afterwards, the place 
of these cords was supplied by clasps or a 
buckle, and then cravats took the name of 
stocks. Under Louis XVI, the stocks 
yielded to the cravats &@ la tere. 

he last flourished but for a moment: the 
revolution came, and with it disappeared 
cravats, and even tight breeches. Soon 
after this epoch (1796), the cravat recoy- 
ered its popularity, and increased to an 
incredible degree of extrav ce. Some 
persons enveloped the neck with whole 
pieces of muslin ; others, with a padded 
cushion, on which were wrapped numer- 
ous folds. In this way, the neck was 
puffed out so as to be larger than the head, 
with which it was imperceptibly con- 
founded. The shirt-collar arose above 
the ears, and the upper edge of the cra- 
vat buried up the chin and the mouth 
nose-deep ; so that the visage, bristling on 
either side with a grove of bushy whis- 
kers, and its upper regions ensconced to the 
eyes by the hair flattened down over the 
brows, absolutely showed nothing except 
the nose, projecting in all its plenitude. 
The exquisites thus cravatted resembled 
any thing rather than men, and afforded 
excellent subjects for caricatures. If they 
wished to look any way except straight 
forward, they were obliged to turn the 
whole trunk, with which the neck and 
head formed but one piece. It was im- 
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possible to incline the head in any direc- 
tion. Moet fashions have been invented 
to hide an infirmity or a deformity: large 
cravats were probably first used to conceal 
some di able scars, or some unlucky 
malformation. A singer or a public speak- 
er cannot use his voice to advantage dur- 
ing the time when his cravat is tied too 
tight. The habit of wearing large cravats 
renders the neck very liable to be affected 
by exposure. By uncovering the neck 
imprudently when heated, severe and 
dangerous diseases have often been con- 
tracted. A young man or young lady, on 
leaving a party in a warn apurtment, 
should be careful to protect the neck and 
breast from cold. 

Craven, Elizabeth, lady ; margravine 
of Anspach, youngest daughter of the earl 
of Berkeley ; born in 1750, and married in 
1767, to William, last earl of Craven, by 
whom she had seven children. But, after 
a connexion of 14 years, in consequence 
of his ill-treatment, a separation was 
agreed upon in 1721. Lady Craven, after 
this, lived successively at the courts of 
Versailles, Madrid, Lisbon, Vienna, Berlin, 
Constantinople, Warsaw, St. Petersburg, 
Rome, Florence and Naples; then in An- 
apach, where she became acquainted with 
the margrave Christian Irederic Charles 
Alexander, a nephew of Frederic the 
Great. On this tour, in 1787, she was 
persuaded by the count Choiseul-Gouffier, 
French ambassador to Constantinople, to 
descend into the grotto of Antiparos, 
which no woman had ever before visited. 
After the death of lord Craven, at Lisbon, 
in 179}, the margrave married her, sur- 
rendcred his estates to the king of Prussia 
fora yearly pension, and went, with his 
consort, to England, where he purchased 
an estate (Brandenburg), not far from 
Hammersmith, and died in 1800.) From 
that time, lady Craven has lived partly in 
England, partly in Naples. ‘The account 
of her travels through the Crimea to Con- 
stantinople, in a series of Jetters, was first 
published in 1789. A uew enlarged edi- 
tion appeared in 1814. Besides these, 
she has written poems, plays and roman- 
ces; also her own memoirs (Memoirs of 
the Margravine of Anspach, formerly Lady 
Craven, &c., London, 1°25). These are 
interesting on account of her intercowse 
with Catharine If, Joseph Il, and other 
princes. 

CrawFisn (astacus, Fub.); a crustaecous 
genus, belonging to the family decapoda 
macroura (ten legged, long tailed), eharac- 
terized by having the anterior part of the 
elongated semi-cylindrie superior shell 

1*# 


produced to form a rostrum or beak ; the 
abdomen large, slightly attenuated poste- 
riorly, composed of six joints, forming a 
tail quite as long, when extended, as the 
body, and terminating in five broad-fring- 
ed, swimming appendages, which folil 
laterally upon each other. In both sexes, 
the under part of the abdomen is generally 
provided with five pairs of false claws, 
each terminated by two plates or pla- 
ments, The exterior jaw-feet are mostly 
narrow, elongated, and do not entirely 
cover the other parts of the mouth. The 
gills are pyramidal, brush-shaped, or 
plume-like, separated from each other 

tendinous slips, and situated beneath the 
sides of the great superior shell, over the 
external base of the feet. Of the latter, 
the second and third pairs are elongated, 
slender, und furnished at the last joint, 
which is movable, with sinall pincers; 
the fourth and fifth pairs have the last 
joints simply pointed or hvoked. The 
sexual organs ure placed, in both sexes, in 
the baxal joint of the last pair of feet. 
The species belonging to this genus, as 
at present restricted, do not exceed six. 
Some of these kinds are peculiar to salt 
and others to fresh water. Of the former, 
the most celebrated is the lobster (astacus 
gammarus), so prominent among the lux- 
uries of New York, and our other custern 
maritime citics. In their modes of living, 
the crawfish generally resemble the aquat- 
ic crabs (see Crab), feeding on putrefying 
animal matter, spending their time on the 
sandy or rocky bottom of deep waters, 
and only approaching the shallows wheu 
impelled by the necessity of undergoing 
their change of shell, or when under the 
sexual influence. ‘The common lobster is 
the largest species, and grows to a size 
Which may well appear woudcrfil to per- 
sons accustomed to see none but snmiall 
ones. They are brought to the New York 
market more than two fvet in length, and 
weighing 20 pounds and upwards. Such 
individuals, however, are not preferred for 
the table, as their size is a good indication 
of their age, and their period of lite is 
stated to extend to 20 years and more. The 
smaller, or half-sized lobsters, are consid- 
ered the best. The quite small, or youug 
ones, Which are commonly sold in New 
Haven (Connecticut), a8 too small for the 
New York market, are, in our opinion, far 
superior to either.—The fresh-water craw- 
fish, of which one species (astacus bartnoit) 
is Very common in most of the fresh- 
water sirens and brooks from Pennsyl- 
yania southward, affords us the best op- 
portunity for observing their habits. We 
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find them inhabiting excavations of con- 
siderable depth along the borders, or a 
short distance within the current of the 
stream, at tho bottom of which they lie 
hid. In the spring of the year, by cau- 
tiously approaching, and remaining quietly 
on the margin of such a stream, we may 
see the crawfish industriously bringing 
from the lower part of their caves the dirt 
accumulated there; and this enables us to 
comprehend the manner in which they 
originally made their retreats. Upon the 
two great claws, folded towards each oth- 
er, and thus forming, with the front of the 
body, a sort of shelf, the dirt is carefully 
brought to the surface, and thrown down 
just where the current will sweep it away. 
As the substances thus brought up are 
very light, it requires a very gentle move- 
ment of the animal to avoid spilling, or 
rather washing off his lading; and he 
therefore rises in the gentlest and most 
circumspect manner. We can testify to 
the patience with which this labor is con- 
tinued, as, with the view of observing the 
operation, we have often quietly pushed 
in the earth from the edge of the water, 
which they as often have toiled on to 
remove. It is upon these fresh-water 
species that the observations have been 
made, relative to the re-production of 
lunbs or claws violently broken off. But 
a short time elapses before a growth or 
vegetation occurs at the stump or broken 
part, and a new iimb, similar to the origi- 
nal, though sometimes rather smaller, is 
soon formed. This facility of re-produc- 
tion is found to extend throughout the 
crustaceous class. Fresh-water crawfish 
are regarded by many as furnishing a del- 
icate dish for the table, though their gnall 
size, and the trouble of collecting a suffi- 
cient number of them, are great obstacles 
to their being extensively employed in this 
way. They are preyed upon by various 
animals, especially by certain birds, whose 
long bills are adapted to picking them out 
from the bottom of their dens. 

Craver, Gaspar, a Dutch painter, born 
in 1582, at Antwerp, was a pupil of Raph- 
acl Coxie, and became, by the study of 
nature, one of the greatest historical and 
portrait painters. At the Spanish court in 
lrussels, he painted the portrait of the 
cardinal Ferdinand, brother of the king, 
and received a pension. He established 
himself in Ghent, where he constantly 
executed works for the court. He labored 
with industry and perseverance till his 
R6th year. hen Rubens-saw his finest 
painung in the refectory of the abbey of 
Affleghem, he cried out, “Crayer, Crayer, 


nobody will ever surpass thee!” The 
city of Ghent alone had 21 altar-pieces by 
him. In Flunders and Brabant are many 
of his works, and some of his pictures are 
in the public collections at Vienna and 
Mitnich. His paintings are praised for 
fidelity to nature, excellent drawing, and a 
coloring approaching the manner of Van- 
dyke. ‘The latter was his friend, and took 
his likeness. Crayer died in 1669. 

Crayons; a general name for all color- 
ed stones, earths, or other minerals and 
substances used in designing or painting 
in pastel, whether they have been beaten, 
and reduced to a paste, or are used in their 
primitive consistence, after being sawn or 
cut into long, narrow slips. The sticks of 
dry colors which go under this name, and 
which are cemented into a friable nass, by 
means of gun. or size, and sometimes of 
clay, afford a very simple means of apply- 
ing colors, being merely rubbed upon pa- 
per, after which the shades are blended or 
softened by means of a stump or small 
roll of leather or paper. The drawings 
require to be protected by a glass covering, 
to save them from being defaced, unless 
some means have been adopted to fix 
them, so that they may not be liable to be 
rubbed off. This may be done by brush- 
ing the back of the paper with a strong 
solution of isinglass, or by passing the 
drawing through a powerful press, in con- 
tact with a moist paper. 

Cream OF Tartar ( potasse supertar- 
tras; cremor tartari). ‘This salt existe in 
grapes and in tamarinds. The dregs of 
wine also contain a considerable quantity 
of it. Cream of tartar contains a very 
considerable proportion of super-tartrate 
of potassa, about seven or eight hundredths 
of tartrate of lime, and a small quantity of 
silica, albumen, iron, &c. It is insoluble 
in alcoho], but may be dissolved in 15 
parts of boiling and 60 of cold water. It 
may be rendered much more soluble by 
mixing with it a certain quantity of bo- 
racic ucid or borate of soda, which ren- 
ders the cream of tartar soluble in its own 
weight of cold water, and in the half only 
of this menstruum when boiling. This 
reparation is known by the naine of solu- 
le cream of tartar. Its aqueous solution is 
soon decomposed by the contact of the 
air. It is obtained by dissolving in boil- 
ing water the common tartar—a white or 
reddish crystalline matter, which forms on 
the internal sides of the vessels in which 
wine has been kept—mixing with it some 
clay, which precipitates the coloring mat- 
ter, and then pennitting the liquor to 
crystallize. ‘The action of this substance 
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varies according to the dose in which it is 
administered. In stnall doses, it is ab- 
sorbed, and acts us a temperant; and, in 
this quality, it is employed in jaundice, 
foulness of the stomach and intestines, &c. 
In larger doses, it principally spends its 
action on the mucous intestinal membrane, 
and induces alvine evacuations, especially 
when given in powder. Its taste being 
auther Jess unpleasant than that of some 
other neutral salts used in medicine, and 
its operation beg of a very gentle nature, 
It is very frequently administered. Jn 
France, the soluble cream of tartar is gen- 
erally preterred. 

Creston, Prosper Jolyot de, the 
elder, a writer of tragedy, who is com-* 
pared, by his countrymen, even to /sehy- 
lus, born at Dijon, Feb. 15, 1674, early 
manifested talent at the school of the Jesu- 
its in his native town, but, at the same 
time, a boisterous and heedless temper. 
Being designed tor the profession of: law, 
he was placed with an attorney named 
Pricur at Paris; but they were both lov- 
ers of the theatre, so that the youth made 
lite progress in dis studies, "The attor- 
ney pereeived, too, that his pupil was dis- 
qualitied for the profession by his passion- 
ate temperament, but showed penetration 
and judgment in his criticisias on dra- 
matic performances: he therefore advised 
him, though he had, as yet, written noth- 
ing but some trifling songs and scraps of 
verse, to apply himself’ to dramatic com- 
position, Crébillon didi so; but his: first 
piece, La Mort des Enfans de Brutus, was 
rejected by the players. He burnt the 
Inanuseript, and resolved to have no more 
todo with the drama; but, subsequently, 
at the persuasion of Prieur, he wrote Idame- 
nee, Which, in 1705, was brought upon the 
stage, The faults of the play were over- 
looked in considggation of the youth of 
the author, and the promising talent 
whieh it: displayed > and the promptness 
with whieh the author in five days wrote 
anew the last act, whieh had displeased at 
the first representation, drew the attention 
of the publie to the young poct, Whose 
talents, afer the appearance of” his etree, 
nn W707. were loudly applanded. Prieur, 
though sich, requested to be carried to the 
rbentve, and said) to the young tragediau, 
~Pdie content; Ehave made you a poet, 
wid leave in you a man who belongs to 
te nation.” A strange taste for unnatural 
declanation had been exeited hy the Rho- 
docine, and this manner was carried to 
excess by Créhillon, in the free, In 1709 
appeared his Electre, which is as declam- 
ztary and us intrivate as his earlier plays ; 


? 
yet it muited the taste of the age. His 
chef Peuvre, at least according to La 


Narpe, is his Rhadamiste (1711). But Boi- 
lean, on his death-hed, hearing the first 
scenes of this tragedy read to him by Le- 
vernier, could not help exclaiming to his 
friends, “ Heavens! do you wish to hasten 
my death? Why, the Boyers and Pradons 
were suns to tus author! T shall be more 
Willing to Jeave the world, since our age 
is becoming inundated with silly trash.” 
Most persons of the present day would 
probably agree with Boileau. In- eight 
days, the Rhadamiste passed through two 
editions, and Paria and Versailles vied 
with each other in admiring it. Creéhillon 
had heen told that his talent lay in the 
terrible, and thought, therefore, that he 
eould not exert himself’ too much in seenes 
of horror, and henee was called the terri- 
ble. Xerres (171-4) exeecded, in this re- 
speet, all that he had) before written, but 
soon disappeared from the stage. Semtr- 
amis (1717), the mother enamoured of ber 
son, and not eured of her passion by the 
discovery of bis relationship, was severely 
eensured, Tt was not ull nine years atier 
this that his Pyrrhus appeared (1720), and 
met with a good reeeption, contrary to the 
expectation of the author, who, in this 
work, had abstained from the frightiul 
and shocking, Domestic distress and 
poverty seem, from this time, to have 
crippled the powers of his genius. His 
small patrimony was absorbed by debts 
and law expenses. A father and a beloved 
wile were taken trom) him within a short 
time, Amidst the enbarrassments i 
Which he was involved. he retused, with 
characteristic inflexibility, all the offers of 
assistance Which were made him. When 
madame de Pompadour wished to humble 
Voltaire, Crébillon was thought of ag a tit 
Instrument for her purpose. ‘The king 
eave him the office of censor of the police, 
a yearly pension of 1000 francs, and an 
appointment in the library. Thus freed 
from anxiety, he finished his Cadiinc. 
which was represented, at the King’s ex- 
pense, in 1749, with all the pomp that the 
court theatre could display. ‘This piece, 
overrated by the party opposed to Vol- 
taire, is undervalued by La Harpe. ‘Te 
make some atonement to the character of 
Cicero, which was thought to have been 
wronged in his Cadiline, he wrote, at 76, 
the Triumvirate, or the Death of Cicero, 
whieh was brought upon the stage in his 
Rist vear, ‘The defects of the piece were 
overlooked, from respect to the age of the 
author, "Thus mueh for his dramatic 
compositions, In general, Crébillon shows 


none of the true elevation of the tragic 
art, but only an imitation, sometimes a 
happy one, of the manner struck out by 
Corneille. He was a man of a proud and 
independent character, disdained to flatter 
the great, and passed much of his life in a 
conduit ering on poverty. More 
fortunate circumstances might have given 
more amenity to his spirit ; but, neglected, 
as he imagined, by mankind, he sought 
consolation in the company of dogs and 
cats, which he picked up in the streets 
(the rest and most sickly were those 
which he preferred), and found a species 
of enjoyment in an irregular manner of 
living. In 1731, he became a member of 
the academy. Crébillon died June 17, 
1762, at the age of 88. Louis XV erected 
a ificent monument to him in the 
church of St. Gervais, which, however, 
was never entirely completed till it was 
removed to the museum of French monu- 
ments (aur petits ins). Besides the 
splendid edition of Crébillon’s works pub- 
lished by the order of Louis XV, for the 
benefit of the author, after the successful 

res is (Bare 80 

uvre, ’ 
vols. 4to.), there is another published by 
Didot the elder, 1812, 3 vols. in both of 
which, however, six verses are omitted in 
Catiline, which had been left out in the 
representation, as applicable to madame 
de Pompadour. 

Csesizion, Claude Prosper Jolyot de, 
the younger, son of the preceding, born 
at Paris in 1707, succeeded as an author 
in an age of licentiousness. By the exhi- 
bition of gross idens, covered only with a 
thin veil, and by the subtleties with which 
he excuses licentious principles, Crébillon 
contributed to diffuse a general corruption 
of manners, before confined to the higher 
circles of Parisian society. In later times, 
the French taste has been so much chang- 
ed, especially by the revolution, that stich 
indelicacies as are found in his works 
would not be tolerated at the present day. 
Ilis own morals, however, appear to have 
been the opposite of those which he por- 
trayed. We are told of his cheerfulness, 
his rectitude of principle, and his blame- 
less life. In the circle of the Dominicaur 
(xn Sunday society), he was a favorite, and 
the caveau where Piron, Gallet, Collé, 
wrote their songs and uttered their jests, 
was made respectable by his company. 
Of his works, the best are—Lettres de 
Marquise * * * au Comte de * * * (1732, 2 
vols., 12mo.); Tanzai et Néadarné (less 
licentious, but full of now unintelligible 


allusions); Les Egaremens du Caur et de 
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P Esprit (H 1736, 3 vols.), perhaps the 
most ot cost but atin dr One of 
his most voluptuous pieces is Le 
(1745, 2 vols.). In the same licentious 
strain are most of his other wnitings com- 
posed. It is still a disputed point whether 

© was the author of the Trettres de la Mar- 
quise de Pompadour. ey are not in- 
cluded in the edition of 1779, 7 vols., 
12mo. Crébillon held a small office in 
the censorship of the press. He died at 
Paris, April 12, 1777. 

Crecy or Cressy EN PoNTHIEU; a 
town in France, in Somme; 10 miles N. 
of Abbeville, and 100 N. of Paris; popu- 
lation, 1650. It is celebrated on account 
of a battle fought here Aug. 26, 1346, be- 
tween the English and French. Edward 
IlI and his son, the Black Prince, were 
both’ en and the French were de- 
feated with great slaughter, 30,000 foot 
and 1200 horse being left dead in the 
field; among whom were the king of Bo- 
hemia, the count of Alencon, Louis count 
of Flanders, with many others of the 
French nobility. 

CrepitT, in economy, is the postpone- 
ment on by the parties of the pay- 
ment of a debt to a future day. It im- 
plies confidence of the creditor in the 
debtor ; and a “credit system” is one of gen- 
eral confidence of people in cach other’s 
honesty, solvency and resources. Credit 
is not confined to civilized countries; Mr. 
Park mentions instances of it among the 
Africans; but it will not prevail exten- 
sively where the laws do not protect prop- 
erty, and enforce the fulfilment of prom- 
ises. Public credit is founded upon a 
confidence in the resources, faith 
and stability of the government; and it 
does not always flourish or decline at the 
same time and rate as private credit; for 
the people may have either greater or less 
confidence in the government than in 
each other: still there is some sympathy 
and correspondence between the two; for 
a general individual confidence can rarely, 
if ever, take place in the midst of distrust 
of the government; and, vice versa, a firm 
reliance upon the government promotes 
a co nding individual confidence 
among the citizens. The history of every 
industrious and commercial community, 
under a stable government, will present 
successive alternate periods of credit and 
distrust, following each other with a good 
deal of regularity. A general feeling of 
prosperity produces extension and facili- 
ties of credit. The mere opinion or im- 
agination of a prevailing success has, of 
its own force, a most powerful influence 
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in exciting the enterprise, and quickening 
the industry, of a community. The finst 
requisite to industry is a stock of instru- 
ments, and of materials on which to em- 
ploy them: a very busy and productive 
conmmuuiity requires a great stock of both. 
Now if this stuck, being ever so great, 
were hoarded up; if the possessors would 
neither use, let, nor sell it, as jong as 
it should be so withdrawn from cireu- 
lation, it would have no effect upon the 
general activity and productivenessa, This 
ia partially the case when a general dis- 
trust and Impression of decay and decline 
‘ause the poxsessors of the stock and ma- 
terials to be scrupulous abont putting them 
out of their hands, by sale or otherwise, 
to be used by others; and others, again, 
having no confidence in the markets, and 
KuCINg No prospect of profits, hesitate to 
purchase materials, or to buy or hire the 
Implements, mills, ships, &c., of others, or 
to use their own in the processes of pro- 
duction and transportation. This state of 
surplusage and distrust is sure to be fol- 
lowed by a reduction of money prices ; 
and every one who has a stock on hand, 
and whose possessions are estimated in 
money, is considered to be growing poorer 
and poorer every day. But when prices 
have reached their lowest point, and begin 
rezularly to rise, every body begins to 
esteem himself’ and others as being pros- 
perous, and the opinion contributes pow- 
erfully to verify itself. Credit begins to 
expand ; all the stores of the commu- 
nity are unlocked, and the whole of its 
resources ig thrown open to enterprise. 
Every one is able readily to command a 
sufficiency of means for the employment 
of lis industry; eapital is easily procured, 
and serviees are readily rendered, each 
one relying upon the success of the others, 
and their readiness to meet their engage- 
ments; and the aceeleration of industry, 
and the extension of credit, vo on until a 
surplus and stagnation are again produced. 
‘Phe affairs of every industrious and ac- 
tive community are always revolving in 
this cirele, in’ traversing which, general 
credit: passes through its periodical ebbs 
and flaws. This facility and extension of 
eredit constitutes What is commonly called 
fohhous capital, The fiction consists in 
many individuals being supposed to be 
possessed of a greater amount of” clear 
capital than they are actually worth. The 
inost striking instance of this fictitious- 
ness of capital, or, in other words, excess 
of credit, appears in the immense amounts 
of negotiable paper, that some individuals 
and companies spread in the comuuuity, 


or of paper currency, where the issuing 
of notes for supplying currency by com- 
panics or individuals is permitted. Indi- 
viduals or companies thus draw into their 
hands an immense capital, and it is by no 
Ineans a fictitious capital when it comes 
Into their possession, but actual money, 
goods, lands, &e.; but, Wo they are in a 
bal, losing business, the capital, as soon 
as they are intrusted with it, becomes fic- 
titious in respect to those who trusted 
them with it, since they will not again 
realize it. FExtensiv® credits, both in sales 
and the issuing of paper, in new and 
growing communities, which have a small 
stock and great industry, grow out of their 
necessities, and thus become habitual and 
custuinary, of which the U. States hith- 
erto have given a striking example. 

Creecn, ‘Thomas, a scholar of some 
erninence for his classical translations, was 
born in 1659. Ife took the degree of 
M. A. at Oxtord in 1683, having the pre- 
ceding year established his reputation as a 
scholar, by printing his translation of Lu- 
cretius. He also translated several other 
of the ancient poets, wholly or in part, 
comprising selections from Homer and 
Virgil, nearty the whole of Horace, the 
thirteenth Satire of Juvenal, the Idyls 
of Theocritus, and several of Plutarch’s 
Lives. He likewise published an edition 
of Lucretius in the original, with interpre- 
tations and annotations. He put an end 
to his life at Oxford, in 1700. Various 
causes are assigned for this rash act, but 
they are purely conjectural. He owes his 
fame almost exclusively to his translation 
of Lucretins, the poetical merit of which 
is very small, although, in the versification 
of the argumentative and mechanical parts, 
some skill is exhibited. As an editor of 
Lucretius, he is chiefly valuable for his 
explanation of the E:picurean philosophy, 
for which, however, he was largely in- 
debted to Gassendi. 

CREED; a summary of belief; from the 
Latin credo (I believe), with which the 
Apostles’ Creed begins. In the Eastern 
church, a summary of this sort was called 
pilnua (the lesson), because it was learn- 
ed by the catechumens ; yodp» (the writ- 
ing), or advos (the rule). But the most com- 
mon vame in the Greek chureh was 
cipPoXor (the symbol, q. v.), which has also 
passed into the Western church. Numer- 
ous ancient formularies of faith are pre- 
served in the writings of the early fathers, 
Trenwus, Origen, Tertullian, &c., which 
acree in substance, though with some di- 
versity of expression, The _ history of 
ereeds would be the history of the church, 
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and of its melancholy aberrations from 
the simple doctrines of Jesus. Into this 
interesting, but humiliating history we 
cannot now enter, but must confine our- 
selves to a rapid view of a few of its 
moet prominent features. Of the earlier 
creeds, there are three which require par- 
ticular attention. I. The Creed is 
so called from its having been formerly con- 
sidered as the work of the apostles them- 
selves. This notion js now acknowledged 
to be without foundation. When and Y 
whom it was drawn up, isnot known. It 
can only be traced to the 4th century. It 
contains a profeasion of belief in the 
Holy Ghost, in the divinity of Jesus, his 
descent into hell, and his ascension into 
heaven, in the resurrection of the body, 
in life ing, &c. II. The Nicene 
Creed, so called because it was adopted at 
the council of Nice, A. D. 325, held to 
oppose the Arian heresy. It therefore 
; lanation of the article of 
reed—*“TI believe in Jesus 
e only Hon of God, begotien 
o 
by the Father, that is to say, of the sub- 
stance of the Father God of God, light 
of light, very God of very God, bego 
and not made, consu tial with the 
Father, through whom every thing has 
been made in heaven and on earth.” 
Macedonius, bishop of Constantinople, 
having denied the divinity of the Holy 
Ghost, it became necessary to settle this 
int, which was done by the council of 
nstantinople, A. D. 381, who added the 
words which follow “I believe in the 
Holy Ghost ;” viz. “the Lord and Giver 
of life, who proceedeth from the Father 
(‘and the Son’ was afterward inserted by 
the Spanish bishops), who, with the Fa- 
ther and the Son together, is worshipped 
and glorified, who spake by the prophets.” 
The insertion of the words “and the Son” 
was finally sanctioned by the Roman 
church in 853) but has never been receiv- 
ed by the Greek church. III. The /tha- 
nastan Creed is now acknowledged not to 
have been the work of Athanasius (q. v.), 
whose name it bears. It was probably 
written in Latin, in the sixth century. In 
the 10th century, it was generally received 
in the Western church, and, at the refor- 
mation, was adopted by the Protestants. It 
consists of an introduction and two posi- 
tions, with their proofs, deductionsand con- 
clusions. The introduction declares, that 
“ whosoever will be saved must hold the 
Catholic faith.” The first position then 
states, “The Catholic faith is this—that we 
worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in 
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Unity, neither confounding the 

nor dividing the substance.” For (to give 
briefly the remainder of this position) 

are three persons, but one Godhead. The 
Father, Son and Holy Ghost are uncreate, 
incomprehensible, eternal, almighty, God, 
Lord ; yet there are not three Lords, Gods, 
almighty, eternal, incomprehensible, un- 
created, but one. The Father is neither 
made, created nor begotten: the Son is 
of the Father alone, not made, nor creat- 


ed, but n. The Holy Ghost is of 
the Father and the Son, neither made, nor 
created, nor ’ i 


ut proceedin $ 
and in this Trinity none is ore or after 
another; none is ter or less than an- 
other. He, therefore, that will be saved 
must thus think of the Trinity. The sec- 
ond position establishes the doctrine of 
Christ’s incarnation. It is necessary to 
everlasting salvation, that we be 
rightly in the incarnation of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. The right faith is, that he 
is the Son of God, and man ; perfect 
God and perfect man; yet not two, but 
one Christ; one, not by conversion of the 
Godhead into flesh, but by taking of the 
Ey pooh into pods one alto mer, not 
confusion of su ce, but by unity 
of person. This is the Catholic faith, 
which except a man believe faithfully, he 
cannot be saved. 

Besides these creeds, there are numer- 
ous Confessions of Faith, which have been 
ado by different churches, as stand- 
ards to which the ministers in the - 
tive communions are required to conform. 
I. The Greek church (9. v:) presented the 
Confession of the true sincere Faith 
to Mohammed II, in 1453; but in 1643 
the Orthodox Cones sion of the ’ 
and postolic Church, composed by 
Mogila, metropolitan of Kiow, was ap- 
proved with great solemnity iy the pa- 
triarchs of Constantinople, Alexandria, 
Antioch and Jerusalem, and for a lon. 
time was the standard of the principles o 
the Russian Greek church: it has been 
superseded by the Summary of Christian 
Divinity, composed in 1765, by the metro- 

litan of Moscow (translated into Eng- 
ish, Edinburgh, 1814). IT. The church of 
Rome has always received the Apostles’, 
the Nicene and the Athanasian Creeds ; 
but a public authoritative symbol was first 
fixed by the council of t. A sum- 
mary of the doctrines contained in the 
canons of that council is given in the 
creed published by Pius IV (1564), in the 
form of a bull. It is introduced by the 
Nicene Creed, to which it adds twelve 
articles, containing those doctrines which 


and discipline Zabri Symbolict Eccle- 
Rougdlice. “They comin the thre 
ve mentio e Augsburg 
fession (q. v) the Apology for that 
ession by Melancthon,*the Articles 
malcalden, drawn up by Luther, the 
chisms of Luther, and, in many 
‘ches, the Form of Concord or Book of 
gau. The best edition is by Tittmann 
psic, 1817). The Saxon (composed 
Melancthon), Wiirtemberg, Suabian, 
ieranian, Mansfeldtian Copenha- 
Confessions in general with 
symbolical books of the Lutherans, 
are of authority only in the countries, 
1 which they are respectively called. 
The confessions of the Calvinistic 
‘ches are numerous. The following 
he principal: 1. The Helvetic Confes- 
3 are three—that of Basle (1530); the 
mmary and Confession of Faith of the 
retic churches (Basle, 1536); and the 
ostlio st » &c. (1566), attributed 
fullinger. 2. The Tetrapolitan Con- 
St 1531), which derives 


bolical books of the Lutherans in the 
rine of the sacraments, and especially 
8 exposition of the eucharist. 3. The 
tine or Heidelberg Confession was 
red at Heidelberg by order of the 
tor Gilatine, John Casimir (1575). 
(he Confession of the Gallic Churches 

accepted at the first synod held b 
reformed at Paris, in 1559. In the fol- 
ing year, it was presented to Francis II, 
, in 1561, it was presented by Beza to 
les IX. 5. The Confession of the Re- 
ned Churches in Belgium was drawn 
n 1559, and approved in 156]. 6. The 
ifession of Faith of the Kirk of Scot- 
l. The ecclesiastical discipline and 
rine of the church of Geneva were 
ted in Scotland from the beginning 
he reformation there. In 1581, the 
tch nation subscribed a General Con- 
ion, together with a Solemn League 
Covenant to defend the Protestant re- 
yn and Presbyterian government. The 
tch covenanters afterwards adopted 
Westminster Confession, in the com- 
tion of which some delegates from 
r general assembly had assisted. In 
8, confession was received as the 
idard of the national faith, which all 
listers, and the officers of the Scotch uni- 


after versities, are required to subscribe. With 
this are ally connected the 


of their assembly. 7. Confession of Faith 
of the Anglican Church. In the beginning 
of the reign of queen Elizabeth, she gave 
her assent to thirty-nine articles agreed u 
on in the convocation held at London in 
1552. They were drawn up in Latin; but, 
in 157], they were revised and subscribed 
both in Latin and English. They were 
adopted by the Episcopal church in the 
U. States in 1801, with some alterations, 
and the rejection of the Athanasian Creed. 
The first five contain the doctrines of 
the Anglican church concerning the 
Father, Son and Holy Ghost ; in the sixth, 
seventh and eighth, the rule of faith is 
established ; the next 10 relate to Chris- 
tians as individuals, and the remaining 21 
relate to them as members of a religious 
society. (See C et Syntagma Con- 
fessionum Fidei, eva, 1612 and 1654 ; 
ge Confessionum, Oxford, 1804; But- 
ler’s Account of Confessions of Fuith.) 
Creeks, or Muscocees ; Indians in the 
western pert of Georgia and the eastern 
rt of Alabama, in the country watered 
y the Chatahoochee, Tallapoosa and Coo- 
sa. The number of warriors is about 6000, 
and of souls about 20,000. They suffered - 
severely in 1813 and 1814, in the war with 
the U. States. (See Seminoles). They are ac- 
counted the most warlike tribe found east 
of the Mississippi. Some of their towns 
contain from 150 to 200 houses. They 
have made considerable pro in agri- 
culture, and raise horses, cattle, fowls and 
hogs, and cultivate tobacco, rice and corn. 
REES, or KNISTENAUX; Indians in 
North Amcrica, residing about lon. 105° 
12 W.; lat. 55° N. They are of moder- 
ate stature, well proportioned, active, have 
keen black eyes and open countenances. 
CREFELD; a city in the Prussian prov- 
ince of Cleves-Berg, with 1543 houses and 
16,000 inhabitants, of whom 700 are Men- 
nonites ; above 12,000 are manufactur- 
ers. The city is built in the Dutch taste. 
The chief manufactories are of velvet cloth 
and ribands. The former is made prin- 
cipally in the city, the latter in the envi- 
rons. Silk goods of various kinds, flannels, 
woollen stockings, cotton and linen goods, 
&c., are also made here. Crefeld likewise 
contains tanneries, sugar refineries, dis- 
tilleries, manufactorics of soap. Of late, 
it has exported much to America. 
Cremunitz, or KReMNITZ ; 0 free royal 
city in Hungary, in h, si on 
the side of a hill; 100 miles E. Vienna; 
lon. 19°19 E.; lat. 48° 45’ N.; population, 
9700; houses, 1200. It is situated amidst 
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lofty mountains, and contains one Luther- 
an, one Calvinist, and one Catholic church, 
and a Lutheran gymnasium. It is ccle- 
brated for its mines of gold and silver, and 
is the oldest mining town in Hungary. 
The situation is elevated, and the air is very 
cold. The town itself is very small, not 
containing 50 houses, but the faubourgs 
are of great extent. The ducats which 


bear the name of Cremunitz have enjoyed, 


for a long time, the reputation of very fine 
gold. they are to be known by the two 
letters K. B. (Kermecz Banya, Cremnitz 
mines), between which is the image of 
the sovereign. Much gold and silver from 
these mines is coined in Vienna. 

Cremona; a city of the Lombardo- 
Venetian kingdom, capital of the province 
and district, in a beautiful situation. It is 
about five miles in circumference, and 
has spacious and regular streets, with sev- 
eral squares, but the houses are in general 
it built. Here are 44 churches and chap- 
els, 43 convents, and an obscure universi- 
" It is the see of a bishop. The cathe- 

ral is a massy structure, with a facade of 
beautitil white and red marble, ornament- 
ed, in the interior, with various paintings 
and pictures in fresco. The tower of 
Cremona, built by Frederic Barbarossa, in 
the 12th century, is a very curious cdifice, 
consisting of two octagonal obelisks, sur- 
mounted by a cross, and, in all, 372 feet 
in height. The silk manufactures of this 
place are considerable, and it has long 
en noted for its superior violins. This 
city is of great antiquity, having been 
created a Roman colony B.C. 291. The 
Venetians possessed it a long time; and, 
under Napoleon, it was, until 1814, capi- 
tal of the department of Alto Po. Popu- 
lation, 23,000; 38 miles S. E. Milan; fon. 
10° 2 12’ F.; lat. 45° 7 43/ N. 

Creoe (from the Spanish Criollo) is 
the name which was originally given to 
all the descendants of Spaniards born 
in America and the West Indies. It 
is also used for the descendants of other 
Europeans, as French, Danes, in which 
case we say, French-Creole, Danish-Cre- 
ole. Since the native Spaniards have 
been expelled from the fonner Spanish 
American colonies, the term Creole is 
comparatively little used, in speaking 
of those parts of America, it being sel- 
dom necessary as a term of distinction ; 
hut, in speaking of the French, Danish 
and Spanish possessions in the West In- 
dies, the word occurs more frequently. 
In the U. States, it is often used for the 
dleseendants of the French and Spaniards 
in Louisiana (many of the latter having 
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settled there from Spanish America), in 
contradistinction to .4mericans, meaning, 
by the latter term, people born in the other 
states, or their descendant. In 1776, 
Charles II, king of Spuin, declared the 
Creoles capable of civil, military, and ec- 
clesiastical offices, from which, tll then, 
they had been excluded. Native Span- 
jiards, however, still continued to have the 
preference, and the Creoles were treated 
with the arrogance which too often dis- 
tinguishes the conduct of the natives of a 
parent country towards colonists; and the 
consequence was great exacerbation of 
feeling on the part of the Creoles. In the 
West Indies, the Creoles have always en- 
joyed equal rights with native Europeans 

fore the declaration of independence 
by the colonies of Spanish America, there 
existed marked lines of distinction between 
the different clasees, founded on differeuce 
of birth. The Chapetones were Europeans 
by birth, and first in rank and power; 
the Creoles were the second; the Mulattors 
and Mestizoes (descendants of white and 
black, or white and Indian parents) form- 
ed the third class; Negroes and Indians, 
the fourth. At present, they are all en- 
titled te» cqual privileges by the constitu- 
tions. Some of Bolivar’s generals are 
dark Mulattoes, and Paez is a Llanero. 
The Llaneros are converted Indians. The 
native Spaniards formerly avoided asso- 
ciating with the Creoles, and formed the 
finst class. In Venezuela, there existed a 
kind of Creole nobility, unknown in other 
parts of South America. They were call- 
ed Manluanos, and divided themselves 
into those of Sangre -fzul (blue blood), de- 
seendants of the first Spanish conquerors, 
and those of § Mezclada (mixed 
blood), Creole families of a later origin, 
who had intermarried with Spaniards or 
Frenchmen. The Creoles, in general, be- 
fore the revolution, were very lazy, leav- 
ing the mechanical arts and husbandry 
altogether to the Mulattoes, Negroes or 
Indians; and, even now, the mechanics 
are mostly colored or black persons. The 
ladies are of a sallow complexion, have 
beautiful teeth, large, dark cyes, and are, 
like the men, very finely formed.—Creol: 
dialects are those jargons which have 
originated from the mixture of different 
languages in the West Indies. They are 
epoken by the slaves, who have destroyed 
the fine grammatical construction of the 
European languages, and have intermixed 
with them some original African words. 
According to the European language 
which prevails in a Creole dialect, it is 


called French-Creole, Danish-Creole, &c. 
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In St. Thomas, for instance, the latter is 
spoken ; in Hayth, Freneh-Creele. Among 
fhe numerous corruptions of Kuropean 
words and constructions, we tind, very 
cenerally, in the Creole diulects, the cor- 
ruptions of grammar COMMON aMnlongs 
children; for instanee, me is user instea: il 
off Otten no distinetion is made be- 
tween the possessive pronoun and: the 
personal; e.g. me house tor my house, or 
ti massra tor our master. The infinitive 
Is used for the finite tenses, as mot donner 
for je donne. Tt is well known that To- 
fuer has several deviations from grammar 
Which are now peculiar toe hildren and 
che Creole dilects have several peculiari- 
ties in commuon with those used by Elo- 
mer The mixture of werds from ditter- 
ent languages 18 often considerable in these 
dialects s but most of them ean be under- 
ood, without a great deal of ditlieulty, 
by aman acquainted with Knylish, Da- 
veal Preneh and Spanish. Wo will give 
athe xampie of the Papiuento Iraguage— 
. ¢ reede dialect spoken in St. dhomes— 
oma worn extracted from tli future Gros- 
sels, entitled De Tort eaorcc Alassra ei 
if pian Jesus Christus, au dd wt fincli 
a doa innit dim fo Eeancedich 2 Mat- 
asus, Marcus, Lueas on Johunacs, S16 
f i ‘he Story of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
{‘hrixt. as we find it in the four Evange- 
ete we.) A part of she first eliapter of 
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an emblem of the eternity of an empire. 
The god Lunus bears it upon his shoul- 
der; and the denart: of the Lucretian fam- 
ily have it accompanied by the Seven Stars 
of the northern hemisphere. It is also 
found on medals of many cities, particu- 
larly of Byzantium, from whence it is sup- 
posed to have been borrowed by the Otto- 
mans. Since their establishment in Eu- 
rope, it has been the universal emblem of 
their empire. It decorates their minarets, 
their turbans, their ensigns, their insignia ; 
every thing appertaining to the Mussul- 
mans is characterized by this sign, and 
their states are designated as the Empire of 
the Crescent. During the crusades, par- 
ticularly, the crescent was the distinguish- 
ing symbol of the Mussulmans, as the cross 
was of the Christians. 

Crescenz1, Pietro, or Petrus de, the 
restorer of the scientific study of agricul- 
ture in Europe, born at Bologna, in 1230, 
was an attorney and magistrate, till he 
was obliged, by civil troubles, to leave his 
native country. He travelled through 
Italy, and collected useful observations. It 
was not till after 30 years of absence, when 
order was at length restored to his native 
city, that he was permitted to return ; and, 
at the age of 70, he was made senator. 
He now carried into execution his princi- 

Ics of agriculture, on an estate near Bo- 
ogna, in the cultivation of which he pass- 
ed the remainder of his life. See his 
essay on agriculture (Ruralum Commo- 
dorum, 12 books), which he composed at 
the desire of Charles II. He submitted 
his work to the examination of learned 
men in Bologna, by whom it was correct- 
ed and improved. It is a remarkable 
monument of his time, of which it is far in 
advance. Apostolo Zeno has proved that 
these 12 books, in the arrangement of 
which the author seems to have followed 
Columella, were written originally in Lat- 
in. There exists an Italian translation 
(Il Labro della cultura ci P. Crescen- 
tio, Florence, 1487 et seq.), which is es- 
teemed very highly, on account of the 
purity of the language, and has given rise 
to the opinion that Crescenzi wrote in his 
native tongue. He understood the an- 
cients, and made use of them. His prin- 
ciples are simple, founded upon experi- 
ence, and free from many prejudices, 
which continued to prevail in Europe for 
centuries after. His work was no sooner 
published, than it spread throughout Eu- 
rope. It was translated into several Eu- 
ropean languages, particularly for Charles 
V of France, in a splendid manuscript 
(1373), which is still extant; and no soon- 
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er was the art of printing invented, than 
copies of this work were greatly multipli- 
ed. The oldest known edition, which is 


now very rare, a peared at ‘Augsburg, in 
1471, in folio. The earliest Italian trans- 
lation, the author of which is supposed to 
be Lorenzo Benvenuti, of St. Geminiano, 
and which is accounted among the mod- 
els of language, is contained in the collec- 
tion of the Classict Raliant (Milan, 1805). 
A more exact, but a less esteemed trans- 
lation, was made by Sansovino. We are 
indebted for much information concerning 
Crescenzi and his work to professor Filip- 
po Re, at Bolo a 

RESCENZI, D. Juan Baptista, marquis 
de la Torre, born at Rome towards the 
end of the 16th century, studied the art 
of painting under Pomerancias. Some 
of his early compositions attracted the 
attention of the pope, Paul V, who intrust- 
ed him with the decoration of the Pauline 
chapel. Cardinal Zapata took him to 
Spain in 1617, where he obtained the 
favor of Philip III. Some flower-pieces 
occasioned his receiving the commission 
to build the sepulchral monument in the 
Escurial, the splendor and finished ele- 
gance of which place it among the most 
remarkable monuments of Europe. (See 
Santo’s History of the Escurial, with cop- 
perplates.) The bronze figures were exe- 
cuted by Roman artists. Philip IV made 
him a grandee of Castile, with the title of 
marquis de la Torre, and conferred upon 
him other marks of distinction. His house, 
which contained rich treasures in every 
branch of art, was ever open to artists. 
He died in 1660. 

CREscIMBENI, Giovanni Maria, a scholar 
and poet, was born at Macerata, in the 
Mark of Ancona, Oct. 9, 1663. When 
but a child, he displayed an inclination for 
poetry. Ariosto’s verses, in particular, 
were impressed on his memory by an edi- 
tion of Orlando Furioso, with copper- 
plates, in which he used to search for and 
peruse the passages to which the engray- 
ings referred. In the Jesuits’ college, at 
Macerata, he wrote, at 13, a tragedy—Da- 
rus. At 15, he was a member of an acad- 
emy, and, at 16, doctor of laws. His 
father sent him, in 1681, to Rome, to per- 
fect himself in the knowledge of law ; but 
he applied himself, with still more zeal, to 
poetry. Some canzoni of Filicaja, in 1687, 
gave him correct views of the character 
of the poetry then in vogue. Dissatisfied 
with all that he had formerly attempted, 
he felt himself at once constrained to imi- 
tate only the ancient models, and to rec- 
ommend their simple and natural manner 
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to his contemporaries. Creacimbeni be- 
longed to al] the three academies in Rome, 


which rivalled each other in wretched 
verses. Out of these, he selected cer- 
tain members, whose views harmonized 
with his own, and formed a new acad- 
emy, which was sportively called the 
rcadia, in allusion to the rural] taste of 
the founder. (See .4rcadians.) He was 
the first custode of this academy, under 
the name of Alfesibeo Cariw, and was re- 
elected to the office for several succes- 
sive Olympiads. Crescimbeni, delighted 
with the success of his plan, was not the 
least active among his fellow poets. In 
1608 appeared his Istoria della r Poe- 
sia—a work of vast industry, but destitute 
of method and criticism. He next pub- 
lished his Tyattato della Bellezza della. vol- 
gar Poesia (Rome, 1700, 4to.), which 
passed, in a short time, through three 
editions, and, like the earlier work, was 
first made capable of being understood 
and enjoyed by the Commentarj intorno 
alla Storia della volgar Poena (Rome, 
1702, 5 volumes, 4to.). The favor of 
Clement XI placed him in an easy situa- 
tion. In the tranquillity of his canoni- 
cate, disturbed only by the disputes of the 
Arcadians, the number of his works rap- 
idly increased. He made a translation of 
Nostradamus’s Lives of the Provencal 
Poets, with additions, enlarged his own 
Commentaries with four valuable vol- 
umes, and wrote a History of the Arcadia, 
and Lives of the Arcadian Poets. About 
this time, also, appeared the two first vol- 
umes of verses (Rime) of his Arcadia, 
which were well received. Clement V 
and Benedict XVII rewarded his labors 
with eeclesiastical honors; and John V 
of Portugal presented the Arcadia with 
some funds. The society erected a thea- 
tre, still existing, on the Janiculum, and 
their first Olympic games were celebrated 
Sept. 9, 1726, in honor of the king of 
Portugal. The poems which Crescim- 
beni read on that occasion were received 
with lively approbation. Meanwhile his 
constitution was yielding to a disorder of 
the breast. After being admitted, at his 
request, into the order of the Jesuits, in 
whose garb he wished to die, he expired, 
March 8, 1728. During his lifetime, he 
had caused his monument to be erect- 
ed in the church of Santa Maria Mag- 
giore, with the inscription—I. M. C. P. 
ARC. C. (Joannes Marius Crescimbenius, 
Pastorum Arcadum Custos), and bearing 
the Arcadian pipe. He was of a gentle 
disposition, benevolent, affable and mod- 
erate. Among his numerous works, oc- 


15 


casional compositions and culogics, those 
already mentioned are all that deserve a 
high rank in the literature of his country. 
A biography of him is prefixed to his 
History of Arcadia (Rome, 1712, 12mo.), 
by the canon Mancurti of Imola. 

Crespi, Giuseppe Maria, surnamed i 
Spagnuolo, a painter of the Bolognese 
schvol, born at Bologna, in 1665, studied 
the masterpieces in the monastery of San 
Michaele in Bosco, and particularly imi- 
tated the Caracci, whose works he also 
copied. He received instruction from 
Canuu, then trom Cignani, afterwards 
studied in Venice and Parma, and finally 
came out with his own productions in his 
native city. His first work was the Com- 
bat of Hercules with Anteus, From this 
time he had continual employment. He 
painted, for cardinal Ottoboni, the Seven 
Sacranients, now in the Dresden gallery ; 
several pieces for prince Eugene of Savoy, 
for the elector of the Palatinate, for the 
grand-duke of ‘Tuscany, and for cardinal 
Lambertini, his patron, who afterwards, 
when pope Benedict XIV, conferred on 
him the honor of knighthood. Crespi, 
however, has been frequently censured tor 
the singular ideas which he often intro- 
duced into his paintings; c. g. he repre- 
sents Chiron giving his pupil Achilles a 
kick for some fault that he had committed. 
Moreover he painted every thing a prima, 
with strong, bold strokes, in the manner 
of Caravaggio, and has become a man- 
nerist from a desire to be constantly new. 
He had many scholars, among whom were 
his two sons, Antonio and Luigi Creapi. 
The latter distinguished himself by his 
Writings on painting. Crespi died in 1747. 

Cressy. (See Cree.) 

Crest (from tle Latin crista) is used 
to signify the rising on the defensive 
armor of the head, also the ornament 
frequently affixed to the helmet, such 
as a plume or tuft of feathers, a bunch 
of horse-hair, &c. Warriors have al- 
ways been in the habit of adorning their 
persons; and the helmet, from its conspicu- 
ousness, is yery naturally chosen as the 

lace of one of the principal ornaments. 
We learn from TIomer (1. iii, 336) that the 
crests of the earlier Greeks were of horse- 
hair; afterwards plumes, cspecially red 
ones, were adopted. (Vire. JEn. ix, 50, 
271, 808.) To gain an enemy’s crest was 
accounted an honorable achievement, as 
it was reckoned among the spolia. The 
Greeks called the crest ¢ddes and Ad¥os; 
but some are of opinion that these words 
mean different things, gédos signifying the 
raised part of the helmet (conus), end 
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